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How fiting. How timely. An enormous Chistmas tre in Newtown, Conn. , has become the fo-
cal point for people who are leaving stuffed animals. candles, and messages of affection in » merori-
al to the 20 children killed in Sandy Hook clementary schoal last Friday.

Chrstmas, lke observances common to many religions, s a time t» embrace and remenber o
child who brought the promise of innocence and puriy o all. Judaism (S $) has it story of &
haby Moses saved for greatness and  young Joseph rescued from the pit. (1)

Such is humanity’ strong desire for childlike purity This hearelt desire fon innocence helps
explain the intense reacton (o what happened in Sandy ook = the public drive for more gun laws.
beter mental ~healh care, safer schools, and a host of odher ways to prevent another los of the
mostinnocent in socity. These efforts are warthy of srong support, @

Each funceal this week fo the children of Newtown should be a reminder of a Christias = ke
promise ~ i any fith - 1o bring out the goodness in people. Here, for exampl, is 4 salement
rom the parents of oneof the shain chidren, Daniel Barden

“Everyone wha has ever met Daniel remembers and loves him. Words really cannot express
what  special boy Danicl was. Such . light. Always smling, palie, incredibly allctonsie, fic
and 30 thoughiful owards others, imaginative in play. (D)
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child shall in mo way enter heaven.
Purity, like light tslf, can remove the darkness that drives people to ham other. The matives

of the Newtown killer may never be known. But that doesn’ t really matier. @
When the Bible says that *a liule child shalllead them, " it s in rference o peace. Newiown

can regain s peace, symblized by the lights on their big Chrismas tree.

A. He represented everything that is wholesome and inocent i the world

B But they can only be sustained if we rcall, months and e from now, what their purpese realy s

C. Hindus look 1 tales of baby Krishna while Buddhists( (534 see the promise of innocence in
an infant Buddha.

D. Gun control advocates say progress should be made for the prevention of futher tragedy

E. The reaction 1 the tragedy itelf is driven by an unseen force that can defeat any evi,

BRI R, R b F B T EAEAE. SRS R R 4

L. © What message docs the writer intend to get across 1o the reader?
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My mother i a geneticist GBI, and from her 1 leamod that_(D)_our difernces in
size., shape and color, we humans are 99.9 percent the same. It is in our nature to see @ :
skin, eye color, height, language, even political leanings. But also in our nature, way down in the.
DNA that makes us human, we are almost identical.

T beliere there i more that _ (5 _us than divides us.

My mother came to the Urited States from India. She is dark enough that she _ @ _(refuse)
service in a diner in 1960 Dallas. My ftheris a white boy from Indiana. | am o well - tanned mix
ofthe o of them.

1 seem silly to admit now._®) 1 mever noticcd that my parents were diffre colos. Oue
day when I was a junior in high school, I watched my parents walk down the aisle of our church to-
sether for the Sunday servce. 1 noiced (@) _the it time how dark my mother was, and how
my father was. T'm somy to say that when | sec a mixed ~ race couple walking down the street,
1 see the “mixed race” first and the * (D " second.

When my parents maried in 1966, there were sill places in this country that had laws @ _
iteraciol marsiage. My white grandfather was @ (concem)about how others would teat them
and about their safety. Thirty years later, mu—u,m..—.an-nn-,_m_a-l
came ou 333 gy :
O e
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